Conducting ethnography in medical settings.
Ethnographic research methods have a considerable history of use in medical settings. This paper provides a personal account of conducting ethnography in medical environments and focuses on some of the practical and ethical issues encountered in such settings. The paper describes particular issues that arise when undertaking ethnographic work, such as gaining access, recording data, research roles and researching elite groups, and recounts some of the dilemmas posed by doing this type of research in a medical setting. The paper concludes by reflecting on what ethnography might offer to medicine in return for the rich data medicine provides.